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(^91)  fton  UUmIM  State  Uolwnily  fa  SlMk^e. 

A  nalM  of  OMMNt  he  Imb  abo  KTwed  w  aento 
pMlorcf  Rocky  Pafatcfav%CMiia|B(aou-20i6> 
nfar  pafacr  of  New  Hope  Chach,CM«ee  (200^ 
20U);  and  mfaiater  at  naaic/aancfale  paalar  at 
Cbrinth  ClaMcIi,  Cidliise. 

Pifar  to  Ui  can  to  mfabby,  he  wotfcad  «  a 
yrodaet  enginBef  nd  at  a  managto  at  Ua  Cnnily’a 
tbabwteeaa. 
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Pew:  25%  of 
Christians 
do  not  buy 
biblical  God 

WASHmOTON  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  raporta)  -  Hie  good  news 
k  that  7g%  of  aelfideiitified 
Chiistiaiia  in  America  said  in 
a  recent  Pew  Research  Center 
survey  diat  they  bdieve  fa  an 
all-loviiig,  oniniacfant,  and 
omnipotent  God  as  Scripture 
reveals. 

The  bad  news:  that  leaves  a 
fourth  of  self-identified  Chris¬ 
tians  in  thk  country  who  don't 
bdieve  fulb  in  tfaeciblical  de- 
scrfatioootGod. 

few  Research  Center  k 
a  Washington,  D.C.-hased, 
nonpartisan  “foct  tank*  tihat 
infonns  the  public  about  the 
ksues,  attitudes,  and  trends 
shaping  die  world,  accord¬ 
ing  to  die  oigankatioa’s  web 
site  (pewreaearch.otg).  The 
survey  involved  about  4,750 
AmencaiK,  and  was  ralea^ 
Aprdzs. 

B%lky  nercent  of  Oark- 
tkns  ^  they  beBeve  in 
the  bfliliad  God,  but  not  a(l  of 
them  befieved  fa  the  three  nod- 

Br  CBBaCKaBRICi  ITW  XMBD* 

ned-OdierhUkalchnracfark- 
tios  of  God,  mch  as  merw  aral 
grac^  were  not  specified  fa  the 
study's  queatfans. 

ManjJ  of  dhm  vdio  de- 
scrfoed  thetosefoas  as  Chrk- 
daas  am  conlused  about  who 
God  k  and  what  t*******  • 

aoa  Stow  on  p.  7 
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KABUL  Alghanktan  (BP)  - 
A  auUds  bomber  who  Mad 
^  Afahm.  indudino  22 
woman  and  chihhefv  and 
aiMad  at  laaal  XlOaMmin 
Kabul  April  22  was  tary.'eiing 
SNMa  ‘apoalatei*  at  a  votar 
legiamtian  osmar  fast  VMM 
hanckno  00*  crsdaraiak  lor 
*ia  Odnhar  ataction.  the 
Wanac  9Ma  said  in  ckan- 
»>g  leapcinaihifay.  to  madiir 
attack  in  Kabul  on  Mamkai 
an  ISIS  bombar 
sikaed  OB  durnfMaSTEEl 


akokiaadhundndtmaa- 
tacka  on  Shiita  moaquas  and 
lakgioua  oaiemotaas  In  Kabul 
in  August  BapNmbsr.  and 
Odobar  at  Xr?.  -  ¥ 


For  more  inromuition  or  to 


Baptists’  National  Anthem 


I  had  not  been  a  Chrutian  long 
when,  in  Ikbtbearted  faahion,  the 
paator  of  the  church  where  mjr 
wife  and  I  had  been  recently  baptized 
as  new  believers  asked  the  congrega¬ 
tion  to  stand  for  the  singing  of  the 
‘Baptist  National  Anth^ 

Wowl  Baptist  had  their  own  na¬ 
tional  anthem!  Who  knew?  I  had 
absolutely  no  clue  what  was  about  to 


Guest  opinion 

with  Doug  Metzger 


hymn?  John  Newton’s  immortal  tune. 
Amazing  Grace. 

I’ve  since  realiz^  that  Amazing 
Grace  might  be  considered  somevniat 
of  a  national  anthem  in  mamr  denomi¬ 
nations.  Many  other  beloved  h^ns 
might  be  accorded  this  type  of  lofty 
status. 

We  never  sang  Amazing  Grace  in 


It’s  Still  gossip 


Dr.  Joanesliob$on,  with  Focus  on  the  FamiK  has  recent^  learned  of  a 
the  FamQif,plsadsfor  our  action.  version  at  the  rumor  t^  said  that 
An  organuation  has  been  granted  Dr.  Dobson  bimsdf  was  ^dns  for 
a  Federal  Heartnq  by  die  Fed-  people  to  respond  to  tte  e-mail  by 

era/  Communications  Commission  signing  a  petition  and  circuhding  it 
(POC^  in  WaMngton.  D.C.  Their  to  their  ftioids  and  family.  Please  h 
petition,  S2493,  would  ultimately  assured  that  this  is  not  true;  Dr.  Dot 
poue  the  way  to  stop  the  readir^  cf  son  did  not  initiate  an  e-mail  peti- 
the  go^tel  our  lard  and  Savior  tioa,’  aceotdiiig  to  a  statament  Focu 

on  die  airwaves  0/ America.  Th^  on  me  Family's  offieialwrii  site. 

got  287,000  signatures  to  back  Unfortunately,  the  old  Madalyn 

their  stand!  If  tiiis  attempt  is  sue-  Murray  O’Hair  petition  jsmaldng 

cestui,  cdl  Sundau  worship  ser-  the  rounds  again,  this  tune  updated 
vices  being  broadcast  on  die  radio  with  James  DoImoo’s  name  and 
or  ^  television  will  be  stopped.  zippedacrosstheoountiyattheef- 

This  group  is  also  campaigning  to  fottless  speed  of  e-maiL  Christiana, 

remove  aU  Qiristmat  programs  of  all  people,  should  not  engage  in 
and  Christmas  carols  from  public  such  wasteful  and  ineffeoive  aedvi- 

schoolsl  You,  as  a  Christian,  can  ties  as  hiA  tech  gossip  —  and  that’i 

help!  We  are  praying  for  at  least  exactly  vmat  this  is. 

one  million  stanatwes.  ’Sadly,  some  fhiiariaiMi  have 

This  woulddefeat  their  effhrt  and  smbiaceanibanIegeiids,develop- 
show  that  there  art  many  CMs-  iim  a  whole  catalog  of  fihlest^ar 

(tans  aUve,  well,  and  concerned  omn  used  as  affizmatian  of  our  ftid 

ahour  our  country.  As  Christia/u,  IntherailsortovwmafatiBeat 
we  must  units  on  this.  Usees  doul  -  avdasASsMonsHbaSitaii^Aspiob 
take  this  bghtlu.  We  ignoreil  one  lem  is  that  by  uncritically  forward- 
lady  once  and  lost  prayer  mow  ing  some  of  these  e-mails,  we  often 

sdwob  and  in  offices  across  the  vi^te  the  oommand  against  bear- 
nation.  Please  stand  im .for  your  ing  false  witness,  and  we  hurt  ^ 

rdigious freedom  andht  your  voice  church’s  credibihty  when  we  then 
be  beard.  Together  we  can  make  tiytopreachaGo«>doftn^*aak 
a  difference  in  our  eauntty  'while  Focus  on  the  Family  senior  omine 

creating  an  opportunity  for  the  lost  editor  Greg  Hartman,  in  a  pM  issu 
to  know  the  lord.  of  Focus  on  the  Family  m^azine. 

ffisase press  ybrwwd,’ dean  *Christians  should  not  ruah  to 

up  the  message,  and  forward  this  bdieve.  much  laas  lepeaLunsub- 
to  everyone  you  ddnk  should  read  atandated  goatip.  After  all.  It  la  the 
this,  flow,  pleaee  swn  yow  name  at  doty  of  ki^  to  search  out  a  matte 
the  bottom.  Don)  delete  any  other  0*rmwtba  25:2!.  Aa  we  our 

names,  just  go  to  ties  next  number  cieJbiBty.  ao  00  we  damanaout- J 

and  your  name.  Koxee  do  not  abiBtvtnwritnaastotheiiSimate  a 
sign  jointly,  sudi  as  Mr.  St  Mrs.  truth  of  the  Gospd.  ■  ."sEn 

person  should  sign  his/her  *E-niailia  a  powerful  Wot,  hRlS 

own  name.  ahiUiy  to  quktqr,  widely,  aad  cheap 
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past  several  years.  Probt 
not  true. 

The  urban  legend  abc 
2493  has  drculatM  with 
typea  of  jdeaa  and  ‘eaOs  fi 
tor  many  years.  In  fact,  F 


INTERNET  RUMORS  —  to  Rwaatigaaf  Intsmei  rumors,  first  go  10  the  web 
sita  ol  ths  individual  or  organization  that  is  manttonsd  in  the  e^nad.  auali  as 
James  Oohaon  and  Focus  on  die  Familv.  The  web  sites  of  thass  indnlrtiiali 
and  organfeadons  oftanhave  special  sections  devoted  10  rumors.  Saoondlv. 
a  number  of  wwb  silas  axial  for  dm  purpose  of  dIapeMing  Msenat  rumon 
and  hoanas.  inchxiing  www.snapes.com  and  and  www  bidhorficdervoom 
(Note;  The  mandon  of  pottxxdar.  web  trtas  not  ennsroded  by  Ttw  Bssibg 
Record  or  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Converaxm  Board  does  net  inipiv  andorse- 
mant.  Caution  is  leoommerKled.) 
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So.  Baptist  leaders  alarmed  over  Calif,  proposal 


goM  uxe  rest  of  the  country  Jews,  Muslims,  many 

eventually.*  Tliat  may  be  why  othera,  all  over  the  world  and 
religioiis  leaders  acroas  the  throiM^out  hiatoty,’  Moore 
U.S.  are  speaking  out  against  a  said  m  a  written  release.  *lf 
controversial  piece  oflegiala-  passed,  it  temdd  have  a  chill- 
tion  being  considered  by  Cali-  mg  efleet  on  rdigious  insthu- 
fomk  lawmakers.  tions  teachiag  own  be- 

Southern  Baptists  and  otb-  lie£s,  and  womd  be  a  harm  to 
V.  er  rcSgious  conservatives  are  all  dtisens,  relinous  or  not, 
^  ^  warning  that  a  bill  currently  by  eroding  basic  First  Amend- 
making  its  way  throu^  the  ment  protections.’ 

CalHbmia  State  U^lature  In  an  April  24  letter  to 
violate  free  speech  and  re-  Brown,  Moore  urged  the  gov- 
ligious  freedom  protections  by  emor  to  oppose  m«l,  jf  nec- 
prohibitii^  biblical  teaching  essaty,  veto  the  bQl.  Despite 
on  sexuali^.  their  differences  on  many 

The  Cahfomia  Assembly  -  moral  issues,  Moore  said  he 
the  knver  houM  in  the  state  hoped  the  two  of  them  ‘could 
iegislatiHe  similar  to  die  Mis-  agree  on  our  constitutional 
sisaippl  House  of  Represen-  heritim  of  freedom  of  speech 
tatives  —  passed  in  a  so-18  and  of  religion.’ 
vote  ^ril  19  an  amenoinent 
that  adds  ’sexual  orienUtion  s_ 

chmige  efforts’  to  the  eatego-  "^Ohlir  III  opposition 
ries  of  activities  barred  1^  Qie  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  presi- 
state’s  consumer  protection  dent  of  Southern  Seminary  in 
*  Louisville,  Ky.,  took  up  the 

The  proposal.  Assembly  .subject  in  the  April  20  edition 
BiB  (AB)  29^  still  needs  to  of  m  podcast,  uie  Briefing, 
^in  approval  in  the  Senate  “What  we  ate  facing  here 
before  it  goes  to  Gov.  Jerry  ■  the  effort  by  the  state...  to 
Brown  for  his  signature.  Both  make  it  virtoidly  ille^  for 
boitfa  of  the  CaUfomia  State  anyone  to  represent  Orthodox 
legislature  are  dominated  Christian  teaching  on  issues  of 
for  the  Democratic  Party,  and  gender  and  sex  and  sexual  mo¬ 
tto  governor  is  a  Democrat,  rality,’  Mohler  told  listeners. 
Observers  have  said  there's  according  to  a  podcast  tran- 
a  strong  possibility  that  AB  scrto. 

39^  win  to  rammed  through  llie  Califoenla  Family 
by  Dmaociats.  Council  (CFC),  a  partner  or- 


■  ’A  reli^us  ministry 
could  not  hold  a  conference 
on  maintaining  sexual  purity 
if  the  conformice  encourages 
attemlees  to  avoid  homosexu¬ 
al  behavior; 


’So-called  conversion  ther¬ 
apy  is  a  dangerous,  ineffective 
solution  in  search  of  a  non¬ 
existent  problem,  and  there’s 
no  place  for  it  in  the  State  of 
Cahforrria,’  said  Equality  Cali- 

r»  a  mum  tr,  an  r-nrrmrtn  fomia  eXCCUfive  dlTCCtOr  Rlck 

DU  a  na^  id  aa  ctozera,  g  bookstore  (indud-  Zbur  in  a  written  release. 

religious  or  not,  by  fog  online  bookstores  like  ’Once  again,  California  leg- 
efodnig  basic  Amaion)  could  not  sell  many  islatorsaentadear,  Unutton 
Rr<a  AmonrimAnt  recently  published  books  message  to  the  [LGBT]  com- 
m.uiju.iLLjLji  •  chaBerifog  gender  identity  numity  across  our  state  and 
protactions.  ideok^  and  sdvocatfog  that  around  the  world:  *yoo  be- 
-  „  ttoae  bdieb  should  to  reject-  long,’*  jamr  said. 

MmuMmaue*  ed to*oclsty;  and 

*f  **»*.!*»^  ■  -A  puator  pMd  to  speak  Call  for  VOtO 

an  event  addrtoauig  current  Cmiversion  therapy  has  lost 
sociu  to|rfc8  could  not  encour*  support  amAng  cvaiiKelicals 
age  attendees  that  thw  can  in  recent  years,  with  many 
A,  .  prevail  over  same-sex  desires  churches  and  pastors  instead 

or  feelings  that  they  were  born  seeking  to  help  people  by 

AB  ****  **“*‘"8  GospeVof  Jeeuk 

yBU^^B2(^  said,  "n  other  and  its  sufBdency. 

°”P****-*  ,  T***  measure  likely  is  un-  In  his  letter  to  Brown, 

dress  irnwrated  sttractions  is  constitutional  not  only  be-  Moore  commended  the  gov- 
banned,  wtule  hdpi^  cause  It  discriminates  tosed  emor  for  his  veto  <rf  a  bill  fest 

one  embrace  sucb  attractions  on  viewnofot  and  imnennis-  v<‘*r  that  tvnnld  hav*  nmhiK. 


For,  agaiaat? 

The  bill's  supporters  con¬ 
tend  it  targets  only  conver 
sion  therapy,  alto  known  aa 


reparative  therapy,  vriiere  es  to  h^  them  find  irn^ 
people  practiefog  unconven-  or  to  shut  down  eoanat 
tionu  Ufcstdes  mtv  seek  pro-  schooia,  and  relfoious  ot) 
feaaional  bdp  to  change  their  lations  that  mov&  tfaoM 
sexual  ontlook.  vice^*  said  CPC  Chief  Ba 

However,  critics  of  the  bill  five  OfiBcer  Jonathan  Kdl 
s«y  the  measure  would  affset  a  written  statement, 
much  more  than  conversion  ’Eveiy  person  experiei 
therapy  and  would,  in  eaaenee,  unwantM  same-sex  at 
make  Illegal  any  financial  fion  or  gender  dysphoria  1 
transaction  fovohong  a  book,  to  aDov^  to  pursue  bel 
conference,  or  counseling  that  achieving  their  desired  | 
mi^  hefo  a  person  overcome  and  outcomes,’  Kdler  sai( 
undetired  same  sex  attraction 

»ni.r.c«.r«i 

ets  for  a  conference  that  deals  The  bill  defines  ‘w 
with  conversion  therapy  would  orientation  change  eff 
be  Ule^  as  would  puidtasing  as ’any  practices  foat  set 
a  workbook  to  be  used  at  the  change  an  individual's  sc 
confereuce.  Likewise,  a  fee-  orientation.  This  include 
based  counMling  effort  fovolv-  forts  to  change  beto' 
mg  conversion  tnerspy  would  or  gender  expressions,  0 
to  against  the  law.  eliminate  or  reduce  sexui 


aUtaflPw 
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Brooks  Ministry  Insurance 


of  our  fine  pastorsTHi  began 
XXahahng  wiui  me  a  moment  that 
had  taken  place  in  his  life  that  was  both 
eye-opening  and  aoul-aearchii^  He  is  a 
fine  pastor  serving  a  wonderfuTchurch, 
but  just  in  ^  general  process  of  life 
as  it  is  witii  most  of  us,  he  was  cat^t 
up  in  all  of  the  needs  atid  respoud^- 
ties,  decisions  and  meetings,  family, 
upcoming  sermons,  and  on  and  on.  The 
demands  seemed  to  be  coming  rapidly 
and  unendingly.  ^  of  a  sodden,  cau^t 
up  in  the  swirl  of  needs  and  constant 
activities,  there  was  a  moment  of^ 

TVfiaf  in  the  worU  is  going  on  here?' 

Almost  as  soon  as  that  washed 

across  his  soul,  he  was  baekln  the  thick 
of  thinm,  full-throated  and  warm¬ 
hearted  and  rea^  to  taclde  the  world. 

With  a  sense  of  and  exuberance,  1m 
told  me,  *It  was  ahnoat  like,  you  know, 
when  you’re  driviim  down  mie  road  and 
you  grt  too  fer  to  the  side  and  those 
things  that  make  the  noise  when  you 

get  off  on  the  side  of  the  road?' I  said,  , - - o - r 

Sure.’ He  said,  *Wdl,  that  was  kind  of  thenextmomin^andgotonhisdon- 
whatitwaslike,andIjustgotbackin  k^  and  started  ndinfcccntraty  to  die 
my  lane  and  where  I  was  supposed  to  will  of  God.  It  wouldn't  long  until 

be.’ AO  was  wen.  Balaam's  life  began  to  be  puDed  and 

Sbor^afterffiaLIranacToasa  pushed  into  what  was  ge  ing  on.  and 

friend  of  mine  who  IS  connected  with  the  most  amaxing  thing  ttappeaed  as 
the  Mississippi  Department  of  Trans-  God  opened  the  mouth 'jf  mie  donkey. 

portatioiL  I  asked  him,  *What  are  those  The  donkey  began  to  qitak  to  Babam. 
things  called  along  the  side  of  the  road  Balaam’s  rerooose  would  uMmateiy 
that  ate  put  there  aodiat  when  you  get  be,*Ihavesiiined;  ..Jwflhetmebadi 
overalittiebittodieedgeofthetoA  again’ (Num. 42:34).  ftaeemsas 
they  start  making  your  car  vibrate  and  toou^inthattwen^ieeondcfaap- 
you  hear  this  nobeT’ He  knew  exactly  terof  Numbers,  Godp  at  down  some 
what  I  was  talking  about  and  said,  nunble  strte  in  Bala^’s  life  and  then 

They’re  called  rumble  strips.’ How  .  was  a  wonderful  wake- up  moment  ash 
appropriate.  How  many,  many  times  came  into  a  new  und'cstanding  of  ffie 
have  fbeen  driving  dora  the  toad  and  wonder  of  God’s  gtac :  in  hisim 

gotten  over  on  ffie  nimble  strips?  They  Many  of  us  hove  been  there.  Mayhe 

will  net  vour  attention  and  generally  ^  we  didn’t  heat  the  doahaytaUdag 
you  back  in  line.  clearly  in  our  eats,  liut  we  have  heard 

1  got  to  thinking  about  how  many  the  rumblings  ofG.id’s  love  urging  us 

times  that  happens  in  life,  not  just  on  to  get  back  into  the  center  of  I 

thehi^wavbuthowGodhasworimdin  can  tell  you  that  I  have  been  do«vn  that 


instances  in  the  Bible),  oM  of  His  finest 
disciples  hetfd  p  nedse  as  gsoor^  in 
the  dosing  varies  of  the  bonk  of  Mat¬ 
thew,  chapter  ab.  Jesus  had  tdd  Simon 
Peter  that  beijne  the  sun  came  iq>, 
before  the  cock  began  to  cioy^  Peter 
would  deny  Htt  thrice.  Nth  that  would 
never  happen,  proteMpd.  Peter 
wa*  surene  wfllU  never  fidl  hia  Savior. 
Others  mi^hjl  Him,  otlnn  mi^t 
even  abanddhflim,  but  not  Peter.  It 
vras  after  Peter  said,  T  ih>  not  know  the 
Man,’  and  began  to  curse  and  swear, 
that  the  codt  crowed.  The  rooster 
rumble  strip  had  arrived. 

Peter  heard  the  cock  crowing  and 
the  Bible  says  he  rememberedtoe 
words  of  Jesus.  Verse  74  of  that  chapter 
says,  ’He  went  out  and  wept  bitterly.’ 
Peter  had  gotten  owav  from  the  cloie- 
ness  of  Jesus.  He  had  gotten  caught 
up  in  dte  things  that  pulled  hhn  away 
in  the  world  and  ffiere  he  was  in  that 
crowd  and  be  heard  the  cock  crow  a^ 
everybody  dae  had  heard  him  say,  1 


Rumble  Strips  of  Life 


tlearina  is  Believin 


-  Cliwc»Sl.Ois».MSM737  Bo.  1M. Mossii. IKjSiM.  Or ysv mw 

EASTWOUr^aA^TliT  CMIMCM  Of  iwyaMna^  mxmx'raw  titm  to  Vbc  rwniMicdMinoo.cofr 

OUNOLA  ■  gKfMNO  acaMKS  roa  BAPntr  CHUaCa  (tCOA-  ElSwr  tlwM  ba  M  AUa^ 

AMKT.TNiMMtTEaOSMR.  TOMA.  M)  ■  SCAaCHOm  FOII  A  M-  ^ ^ 

wii<Mmrt.«MMiownMaatft7i«  vocATwmLiMatTBtof  waicwa  - eSEn; 

P** *>  Esrfoo*  Bi^  A  coamisoaAar  iCTTiio.  sm  55iS«ia.«BaiSiaiOABSToa 

Oiwcli  P  0  Bo>  4M  ItMAsnola.  MS  MTSI  tvtumw  to  PMtorOHBCSENATOBIA 
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May  3.  2018  The  Baptist  Rkxwi) 


Need  hejp'-tteciding  on  your  next  small  group  Bible  study? 


Do  you  know  what  Southern  Baptists  believe? 


Wiat  I  tell  you  in  me  daricness.  sp^  in  the  light  and  what^  hear  whi: 


in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


wppleiiient  pnxluced  Iqr  tBe  Muduipp  BaptM  Coavcndoo  Board’s 


ErKourage  your  church  to  develop  a  culture 
of  generosity  through  faithful  discipleship. 


—  ADULT  DAY  R^EAtS  — 

BIAY15  mAY17  1(^722 

FBC.  Tupelo  FBC,  VliiliiriiiipL’*^'  “TBC.  doltimbia 

ajk^Thesa  day  retreolB  are  FREE  and  wMI  go  from 
iBBS^12;00-4:00  p.m.  No  ragistration  la  neadad. 

Contact  ttM  Olsciploahip  a  FamHy  MnMry  Oapartmant  at  601-292-3284 
or  IproasonQmbcfaiorg  for  nsora  Mb. 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Media  Services 


CornmimicaHon  tarvicas  offers  a  fraa  loan  sarvko  to 
churchos  and  osaodotions.  A  largo  voriaty  of  DVD 
programs  of  an  aducoHonal,  thoologkal  and 
fomily-oriontad  noturo  or#  avaMablo. 

Programs  ora  madad  to  yew  and  you  moil  them  bock. 
Yewr  only  cost  is  postoga  to  mail  motariol  bock.- 
Format  k  DVD. 


I  .  FRIDAY,  JUNE  1,  2018  ggr 
6:30-8:30  RM. 

MISSISSIPPI  COLISEUM,  JACKSON 


A  '  .-it// 

ft  ,:»!»  *.  vt’.'  ;•  't**',  t'jj*  • 


\i  ississi  rri 


u  ore 


MINIS  I  I  KS 


GOLF 


MAY  14  15  2018 


u'U'U'.inhch.onf/stiutciit-counccl-cdinp 


Session  i:  .lime  4-7 
Session  2;  .lime  7-10 
Session  4;  .lime  12-15 


GP^ 


II  'VE  VONDAY  51A  1  OG  PM 


f’lmsp  i  ittiUu  t  Inini  MurUn  at  iJi^  ,r,ntuiriini 

larjiirthi  r  inhiraiatitfw. 


July  10-14, 2018 
PmtI  Rivw  Conununlty  Collsg* 
PovtarvW*,  MS 

OMigned  for  Mda  wlip  hav*  cowiplim  SnMtti  grad* 
t*gMiatlan  lonm  and  mora  Inlonnntton  at  S01-a9a-3a>7  or 


July  17-21,  2018 
Bhi*  Mountain  Coltog*, 

BhM  Mogntaln,  MS 

laa  ooftad  tha  Churdi  Mualc  Oapartmant  for 

Mtp;^¥Ww.mbcb.orff/church-ffrowtM:hurcf>-muslc. 


PN 
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SMACK  Camp 


(Summer  Music, &  Arts  Camp  for  Kids) 


LITERACY  FOR  LIFE 


LIFE  FOREVER 

I  *  •  *  I 


•XaXalaaaXaSpC^^ 


Contact  our  Mission  Strategy  Department  at  601-292-3231 
e-mail  bbridges@mbcb.org  for  more  information. 


Pray  this  day  for... 

/h  Ma  ,  ,7? A/f/T" 
kf/m ^ArsavaraKCA,  a/I  //a  sAfhh. . .  ' 

,  S^f/tAsiAHS  £y:I&  (SS0 


PrayforJelti^  • 


^MISSISSIPPI 

Imissions 

MOBILIZATION 


CONNECTINC  '  GOSPEL  »  R  E I  AT  1 0  M  S  H I P  S 
Make  an  etemai  invettmant  with  your 
2018  VBS  Missions  Offering. 

Missions  Mobilization  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  invites  you  to  participate  in  the  Home  Building  Project  in 
Malaysia.  For  the  8th  year  in  a  row,  we  are  collecting  VBS  offer¬ 
ings  to  build  longhouses  in  Malaysia.  Please  consider  setting  a 
goal  for  your  VBS  to  collect  $1 ,400  to  provide  a  home  for  a  fam- 
ily  in  Malaysia.  The  offerings  received  will  purchase  the  building 
materials.  Missions  Mobilization  will  send  the  volunteer  construc¬ 
tion  teams  to  provide  the  labor,  alongside  the  Malaysian  families. 
In  the  past  six  years  608  decisions  have  been  made  for  Christ 
and  371  homes  have  been  built. 

Vli^  https://dnyurf.com/MSLongfcouse  for  pronto  ntateriels. 

Contact  Missions  Mobilization  at  601-292-3398  or 
cmunnOmbcb.org  for  more  Information. 


MisnBippi  Baptist  Oonventioa 
IftfaggH  any  lean  help  you 


CLASSIFIEDS 


SIDEWALK  PROPHETS 

''  In  Concert  , 

•  \  ■ 

May  24, 2018  7:00  p.m.  ^ 

Leflore  County  Ovk  Center 

200  Hwy  7  Nofth,  Graanwood,  MS  3S9M 

Purchaaa  tfekatt  at  avant  brtghtxom  or 
NORTH  GREENWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
SIS  Grand  Boutavard,  Graamwood,  MS  »930  -  U2-4S3-2aoi 
$  10  Canaral  Admliahwi 


STAFFERS 

coat,  fnmp.1 

The  Men’a  IfiniMiy  Oapait- 
ment  iodudea  tha  nUuriei  of  di- 
mtm  nleC  pihuua,  cliaplaiDcy, 
aodompa. 

T  n  hunUed  to  be  adod  to 
aerra  nqr  aarior  aad  Ifiadaa^ 
Baptiala  in  the  rale  aa  dfaactar  « 
men’s  minisliy  and  dlaaew  re- 
BeC  McGhncy  told  Ihe  BapM 
ReoenL  *I  am  saddened  to  nave 
to  leave  the  pastorate  but  also  ea- 
dted  about  die  oppoftiinity  to  be 
a  part  of  leadhig  MlaaiaalpM  Bm>- 
tiat  men  and  women  to  naUE  Jb- 
ciples  of  Jesus  C3uiaL 

'’.Vbat  a  great  time  to  be  a  Mia- 


daaippi  Baptist,  far  the  fieUa  are 
white  ustolwveatr 

Gxb  Baakre,  ane  58,  was  bom 
in  ftnama  Cltjr,  FL,  and  nadto- 
ated  from  dIbeivNe  HUi  Sdawl 
in  BBobL  He  attended  BUtiat-af- 
Onled  WHam  Qacy  Udveiaity 
in  HaltieabuK  and  Florida  Bmtist 
Iheoio^  doOem  in  GnoevOe. 
FlBanDcrboidtaegreesinpaalo- 
lai  miniatriea,  bUcal  dudfra,  and 
Cbtistian  edneation  from  New  Oi^ 
leans  Seminary. 

He  was  Hooiaed  to  the  Gos¬ 
pel  midstiy  in  April  1981  and 
ordained  in  October  19^,  both 
at  Bmnianiwl  Cfaurcfa,  Ocean 
^ainga.  He  hoUt  cettiticatioas 
as  a  Master  Life  Fkcililator,  and 


EVANGELIST 

CHRIS 

BROADHEAD 


EvangcNst  Chris  Broadhead  Is  available  fqr  revivals,  pulpit 
supply,  or  in  any  direction  in  which  the  Lord  may  lead.  8fo 
Broadhead  is  an  evangelist  who  Is  committed  to  traditional, 
Holy  Ghost,  Bible  based  preaching  and  the  conservative  views 
of  the  Baptist  doctrine.  Bro.  Broadhead  Is  a  member  of  Magno¬ 
lia  Baptist  Church  and  is  pursuing  Ws  degree  In  church  minis¬ 
tries.  He  H  married  and  resides  In  Hattiesburg  Mississippi  He 
can  be  contacted  by  phone,  text  or  email  at:  601 .550.9S6S  or 
ChrisbroadheadS  7 1 44Pgnr>alLcom 


in  Oiifrtim  Wlineii  natoiic 
(CWD  and  FJU.TJL  tnUiw. 
Mbs  baa  eerred  IK 

H  VolualBff  youth  ihiirtTT 
it  RmmMurt  Ownb,  Ooem 
^xiifxLigSM^). 

■  netaofbtoStieraCiuRh, 
UakmiBe  (19S7-1990). 

■  Pretor  of  New  Sharon 
Oamh,  Huarer,  La.  (I990->99SX 

■  Senior  patoor  of  Hgynea 
Avemie  Cfaurch, 'Shreveport  La^ 
(19M-2001). 

■  Senior  patoor  of  Fayette 
Chuich,  Fiyette,  AL  (2001-3006)! 

■  Rodgr  OaiRh.  Luce- 
dale  (2006-1018). 

At  the  Mnaiipa  GaptiM  Con¬ 
vention  Board,  Barker  nea  served 
on  the  loo-roenober  board  as  weO 
as  the  disasteT  rehef  and  bivoca- 
tional  oommittees. 

Barker  has  been  married  tor  36 
yean  to  Kathy  Lyrm  Odom  Bark¬ 
er.  They  have  fom  aduh,  married 
children:  HoprL  Heather,  Heath, 
and  Caleb,  ana  five  nandcfaildren. 

'Psalm  3TA-5  tMe  ua  to  Take 
ddight  in  the  Lord  and  He  win 
you  the  desires  of  ytxir  heart 
Cominit  yw  way  to  the  Lord, 
tnM  aiso  in  Han,  and  He  shaD 
btinaittonasB.’Iamtnily<lelight- 
ed  about  ^  opportiBiity  to  serve 
the  pastors  and  churches  of  the 


My  door  is  alwiM  open,’  Barker 
told  The  Baptiat  ReconL 

Bckh  men  win  begiii  their  new 
duties  on  May  14. 


The  Bafitst  Rbcord  May  3,  2018 


I  In  \  t  i«  siis  (lirti  :n'-«  i  ;iNC 
liiMii  Mu  ur,i\i  M)  hiri:i\r  ni>  ^ins 

.iiul  In  |-rN|t,i  i  11)^  )  i  l.ilmiisliip 
uilh  ^nii  ‘I  l>i'lii\(*  iii  .|t‘siis.» 
4.  Itv  Miilii.  I  .liMis  I  hri'-l 

iiiln  \t\\  lili-.  I- ruin  Mils  liiiu'  lui. 
I  In  li\c  ill  ;i  nl.ilionship 

M  ilh  1 1  Nil  .<  I  III  \  t\i‘  {  III  ist  its 

III\  S;i\  Ini  .Iiiil  L  (N'd  i 


•hill  rrs^ii.iiix  ;i\  rtiiNtd  hiiu.  lit  ih,  til  lu-  iz.tM 
till  li((4iiiu'  I  hililrt  II  nl  (xmI.  i  \i  ti  in 

MioNf  « li|>  lu  In  % r  in  his  n.tiiM  '*  *  lolin  I  ■  I '  t 
M  \nu  111,1  ki‘  .1  <|»  4  ivHut  )i>i  I  liM>l  I'lil.n .  4  "iil.n  I  .1 
it  I II  H  ii^li'.i  i  hiiri  li  I.M  pit  iiM.it  Lin.  1.1  III 4 


OBITUARIES 


NOE  RY  MCY  HWE  GH  ELY  USYIL,  NOK 


ni.  uuTv,  ram,  vioonm,  TTBnc  in  oeoaiOMa.  He  ■tHMMiBMMfe  bv 
Oilc,  (Xff  Temple,  Caneotd,  Feitb,  and  hk  parent*  and  mi 
CairochurclietliiMuaiaeippL  Dow«|yccw  reU  Flowera.  He  it  tuwt^gwBi  wife.' 
up  m  Pontotoc  County  and  wat  Uw  eldeat  Jeaaie  B.  Fkmera  of  SnatelAm  AaHbien 
of  ei^t  children.  He  waa  preceded  In  death  Bedw  Wallace  (Chartea)  taalok  ta- 
?*>',*“*  *?^*.“*“*  Locale  Dowdv:  chel  RiAeTts  (SteeaiOatCafdSCl^and 

mfent  children  Mary  Elixabeth  and  David  Ruth  Patch  of  Rnttnd,  *  MMcta  Don- 
Gameq  and  daughter-in-law  Vicky.  He  nie  Mae  Kahl  of  Natchei,  and  Pine 

. - -  - -  _  ofDaytoii.(M».:ti*grandchildren:andft>ur 

peat  grandchudren.  Punetai  aemec  waa 
held  April  15  at  First  Church.  Senatobia, 
with  burial  in  Betheada  Cemet^,  Senato¬ 
bia.  Pate-Jonea  Funeral  Home  m  Senato¬ 
bia  waa  in  charge  of  arrangements. 

DavM  0;  Hoh.  79.  long-time  Miaeis- 
eippi  Baptiot  paster,  passed  away  April 
23  at  his  home  in  Morton.  Hoh,  a  native 
of  Lake,  hod  lived  in  Morton  for  the  pest 
thirty-five  years  after  moving  from  Jack- 
son.  He  started  his  miniatiy  at  McDowell 
Road  Church  in  Jackson,  thm  pastored 
in  Neshoba  County,  Newton  County,  and 
Natchez,  and  ended  his  miniatiy  at  Park¬ 
way  Church  in  Morton  where  he  was  a 
member.  He  was  active  in  prison  minis¬ 
try  and  campground  ministry  at  Rooseveh 
State  Park.  Holt  was  preceded  in  death  by 
his  patents,  Jessie  French  and  Mattie  Jane 

.  “  >  Laura 

- - le  Frank 

Hoh;  sisters  Belle  Holt  Manton  and  Opal  J. 
Holt  Armstrong.  He  is  survived  1^  his  wife 
"  ITS,  Jean  Westbroidi  Hidt 
leff  Hoh  (Retpna)  of  Me- 

—  — - Teresa  Moere  (Ifeeao)  of 

Fkrwood;  s&ters,  Kate  Madiis  of  Clinton, 

- . - - - ,  £•-’-»/>  “d  Betty  Moody  of  Morton;  five  grand- 

ud  w^  oil  to  senw  as  pastor  of  Shady  chUdren;  and  six  great  grandchildren.  Pn- 
Grove  Choix^  Unc^  Association;  asmefr-  neral  service  was  h^  l^irfl  35  at  Parkway 
ate  pastor  of  First  Church,  McComb;  and  Church  in  Morton,  witfa  interment  at  the 
jmeto^  F^  Church,  Senatobia.  He  led  Lakewood  Memorial  Park  in  CUittoa.  Wolf 
nrrt  Church,  Smiatobia.  for  33  years,  re-  Funerel  Services  in  Morton  was  in  ehinge 
tired  in  199a,  and  was  named  pastor  emeri-  of  the  arraiywnf 


IBGCGE,  WU  KW^jjlPfTSS  Gli^WO.  HWT 
GU  MHR  QMH  LMAY  HWE  ELY  IBGCGE 


is  survived  by  his  wife  of  65  years.  Fan-  of  Dayton,  CHi.;  sixgrandidiildi 
me  Gamer  Dowdy;  children  Billy  XLy-  great  grandchildren.  Funeral 
nette)  Dowdy  of  Laurel,  Darlene  tLony)  ^  —  — 

Clark  of  Olive  Branch,  Pam  fjefi)  Hobtw 
of  Madison,  and  Tim  Dowdy  of  Ridgeland; 

10  grandchildren;  and  14  peat  grandchil- 
dreiL  Funeral  service  was  April  19  at  West 
iHeights  Church,  Pontotoc,  with  burial  in 
'Ecru  City  Cemetery.  Tutor  Memorial  Fu¬ 
neral  Home  of  Pontotoc  was  in  charge  of 
arrangements. 

John  Willis  Flowers,  94, 
long-time  Mississippi  Baptist  ^ 

pastor,  passed  away  April  12  f  J7 
at  Senatobia  Heahncare  and  §-  j . 

Rehab  in  Senatobia.  He  was 
bom  November  39,  1923,  in  { 

Mapiolia,  to  Harmon  S.  and  '-.'I 

Annie  Roe  Flowers,  and  pew  ^ 
up  near  McComb.  He  joined  FLOWERS 

the  U.S.  Army  in  1942  and  Mowdy  Hoh;  daughter,  Kimbei 

served  in  the  European  Theater  during  Hoh;  brothers  J.C.  James  and  Wil 
World  War  H.  Flowers  earned  a  bachelor  _  . 

of  arts  degree  from  Mississippi  College  in 
Clinton,  and  bachelor  of  divinity,  master  of  fifty-eight 
of  religious  education,  and  doctorate  of  of  Morton;  ai 
religious  education  degceea-from  New  Or-  Comb;  datmli 
leans  Seminary.  Flowm  was  ordained  at  " 

Navilla  Church,  McCmnh,  on  July  7, 1947, 


WU  VLCGIE,  LY  G1  HWHY  WU  LGy; 


CWQMHI  YGKLE:  HGHY 


Clue:  N  ^  B  ■ 

Have  fiat  with  cryptography  and  exerdte  pour  Bible 
knowledge.  A  ISng  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  As  puxzle.  Soloe  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week’s  pustle:  John  4:24 

c  ,  . 

•y  CharWt  Marx,  1732-2004,0  2005  '  ■  ' 


Submis»ion  duMintg  ^ 

The  Beptisl  Rsoord  is  phosad  «a  publish 
nows  and  phceographs  of  apecM  events  that 
take  piece  in  cooparatino  churches  ot  the 


and/or  photographs  dapicling  bensHts  and 
activitias  tar  secular  or  outside  orgenizabons 
will  not  be  pubkshad. 

Prefened  method:  news  may  be  aubmittad 
electroniealiv  to  the  e-mail  address  below,  and 
muM  be  iiKJudod  in  the  message  segmara  ot 
an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  nows  mey 
bo  typowrHton  or  neatly  primad  on  8  1/2  by 
ri-mch  paper  and  maHad.  A*  artaJos  must  be 

rscoivad  in  wnbng;  no  articles  win  bo  oeoapseO 
OUST  the  taiaphone.  Due  to  evsrprsasnt  virus 
thregta.  no  tazLattschments  wR  be  acooptod. 
Photograph  sttachmams  in  JPEG  tarmst  are 
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Mayi,20/B  Tla BAPnrr Kkoro 


Displaying  the  Gospel  •  2  Corinthians  4:5-18 


sure  you  raiiend)er  cUUbood  dqys, 
w4ien  teHM  woe  beuK  duMCL  IVfo  le^ 
en  would  stand  and  tike  turns  calling  out 
names  of  the  kids  gatfaered.  The  strongest, 
taDest,  and  fastest  were  diosen  be£xe  die 
ones  widi  less-desiidile  physical  abfaties 
were  selected.  And  of  coutse,  the  leaders 
chose  die  ‘Vst'  fast  because  diey  knew 
having  a  top-notd^teani  would  enhance 
their  chances  of  wmniiig  whatever  game 
wastobepla^d. 

Before  getting  too  far  into  Us  earthly 
miniatn,  Jesus  sascmhled  His  team  of 
core  fodownrs.  Hub  was  such  an  inqioitant 
undertakinfc  he  spent  all  night  in  ptqyer 
befote  calEngoia  the  names  of  his  oioaen 
discipleB  (Uuoe  6:12-13).  Sinoe  this  was 
such  a  crucial  spiritual  miaaioQ,  did  Jesus 
choose  only  dioae  poaaening  a  high  quU- 
ity  of  moral  fiber,  a  loving  and  aaamcial 
demeanor  or  a  btfibant  education?  Hat^. 
As  we  folow  the  Lord’s  brief  years  vdtti 
these  men,  we  see  instances  of  their  be¬ 
ing  fearftd  (Matthew  8:2s),  lacking  faith 
(Luhe  9^0n4iX  di^famna  pride  ^  an 
aiganirtative  spirit  (Mart  9:3^  being 
judgmental  (Luke  9:52^).  btuffiig  aside 
mde  children  (Luke  18:1^  and  deserting 
their  Lord  at  the  dme  ofUs  arrest  (Mark 
i4:mX  Yet  we  see,  even  with  aB  th^  ig- 
nobie  characlenetics,  Jesus  entrusted  them 
vwakvekselswithprorkiiminghiBmrsBaiie 


He  *gBve  them  power  and  authority  to 
drive  oia  demons  and  to  cute  (fiaeaaes,  and 
he  sent  them  out  to  preach  the  kingdom  of 
God...*  (Luke  9:1-2  raVl 


God...*  (Luke  9:1-2  NIV). 

So  vdat  can  we  gietui  firm  consider- 
ina  the  lives  and  esamples  of  these  fal- 
Ifoie  caOed-ovt  ones?  One  tUne  is  that  the 
mieeion  isn't  about  us  at  alL  ^Fbr  we  do 
not  preadh  ourselves,  but  Christ  Jesm  the 
Lord,*  Paul  reminds  i«  in  the  opening  verse 


of  thk  week’s  fore!  pasaag[ 
4:5  KKJV). 

A  glorious  bhbc. 
testimooy  or 
impeccable 
charicter 
isnT  required 
to  draw  odi- 
ers  to  the 
Savior,  in- 
8tead,itiBthe 
of  God’s 
grace,  ehin- 
m  on  the  ainfiil  heart  that 


(2  Corinthians 


otme  kntwdete  of  the  gloty  of  God  in  te 
face  of  Jesus  Cnist.* 

Tfais,  of  course,  is  not  to  dismiss  the  val¬ 
ue  of  a  gotSy  life  or  a  life-changing  story  of 
God’s  pace  that  the  Lord  can  use  to  touch 
hearts.  Jesus  hanaelf  told  Us  followets  to 
be  salt  and  to  a  lost  Uanraiily,  *lhat 
they  may  see  your  good  deeds  and  praise 


to  wair  Rather  m  heaven*  (Matthew  6:13-16 
ind  NIV).  But  we  can  be  so  gratefid  that  the 
lof  Holy  Spirit  can  use  each  of  us  vdio  claim 
Um  as  Ktafc  even  when  we  fumUe  the 
ler-  fiuthfiihieas  oaB  on  a  regular  basis.  Paul 
hi-  nalB  tUs  case  when  he  says  we  *have  tUs 
the  treasure  in  eardien  vcasdg  tost  the  eaoel- 
do  fence  of  the  power  may  be  of  God  and  not 
the  ofus^UCofnhiBnB4.-6NIUV). 
rae  Notcnlyare««vwrtbeoniseoffaiBngs 
ms  of  our  own,  but  dm  due  to  pressures  and 

trials  broutht 

“^*T*“T*““  ^ 

thwart  our 

Explore  ^  4: 

with  Ann  ManoUf^^^  worth  *Umi- 
Pttssed,* 
'perplexed,* 
*per8ecuted,* 
and  *stnirt 

gU  down*todeacifoesuchexperfenoes.Buthe 
die  adds  that  kiBtead  of  waving  the  white  flag 
looking  to  Christ  far  atien^  and  dehvet- 
»al-  anoe  Unugbt  Um  victory.  Paul’s  intenae 
rof  suflerings  called  hwn  again  again  to 
jch  die  to  s9f  *that  the  Bfe  of  Jesus  abo  may 
I  to  be  msnifrBted  in  [Us]  body.*  (See  also  Ga- 
bat  ladans  xaa.)  Jesus  aho  emnhasiaed  thh 
lise  deadi-bringing-fife  pcoceas:  'Moat  aasur- 


ei^,  I  say  to  you,  unless  a  grain  of  wheat 
falfe  into  the  grouid  and  it  remains 
afene;  but  if  it  &S,  it  produces  nBich  grain* 
(John  1234  NKJV). 

Paul  knm  his  trials  would  benefit  the 
Oorintfa  believers  (2  Corinthians  4:15). 
TUs  dxMght  encouraged  him  as  he  faced 
new  tests  of  faith.  'Riou^  Us  physical 
cqiacitv  was  often  depleted,  the  Lord 
atrengmened  bis  inner  man;  it  was  ‘re¬ 
newed  day  by  day*  (vs.  16X  He  considered 
Us'  afflicnons  both  light  and  temporary, 
and  actually  embraced  them,  knowing  ius 
goqid  labdn  would  produce  an  ‘exceed¬ 
ing  and  eternal  wcim  of  gfory*  (vs.  i?).* 
Hb  focus  was  on  ok  ‘etnnal*,  not  the 
“temporary*  (vs.  18). 

Joni  Euedoon  Tada  says,  “When  Bfe  is 
rosy,  vi«  m^  dkfe  by  with  knowing  about 
Jesus,  witti  unitatiiighim  and  quotwhim 
and  speaking  of  Um.  But  only  m  suBering 
wiD  we  know  Jeaus.*  Paul  darned  thh:  to 
experience  *the  feOowsbip  of  sharing  in 
[dvist’s]  suSerings*  (Phuippians  3:ioX 
As  Chriatiaiw,  we  often  keep  our  bdfefa  to 
ounUves  to  avoid  poas&ife  conftontation 
and  persecutkn.  Doing  so  deprives  us  of 
a  deqier,  more  intimate  rdationship  with 
die  Lord  Jesus  than  we’d  otherwise  know. 

Manuoalco  is  a  member  ^Emmanuel 
Baptist  Church  in  OoeanSprnigs. 


Stand  Down  •  Esther  4:1-3,  10-16 


Standhig  iq>  for  the  sake  of  others  can 
somethnaa  be  easy:  casting  a  mte,  writing 
a  chert,  or  sending  an  email  and  makhig 
an  app^  Such  actxws  ate  good,  but  tbty 
reqima  Bttfe  fitu  JK.  Someames,  diouidi, 
tanng  a  stand  doesn't  sit  wd  in  the  cm 
of  famity,  employos,  or  the  community. 
When  it  b  co^,  what  do  we  do?  Esther 
faced  just  such  adedaioo,  yet  she  was  win¬ 
ing  to  set  aside  her  own  a^preservation 
to  see  that  justice  was  done. 

Esther  4:1-3  -  Grieve  htjustice 
and  cry  oat  to  God. 

Esmn,  Mocdecai,  and  the  rest  of  the 
Jew*  were  facing  a  r^  ordeal  King  Aha- 
suefua  had  sentfettars  to  aD  of  die  royal 


How  would  you  have  responded?  U 
there  an  evil  or  iidusiice  in  the  worid 
today  diat  would  maw  sudi  a  reacdou 
horn  you?  In  the  case  here,  you  see  Mor- 
jfecai  and  the  Jews  begym  that  God 
mtervene.  It  may  well  be  that  we,  faced 
with  the  dire  condition  of  our  woi^ 
mi^  find  a  way  to  influence  people  widi 
dieiiope  of  the  gospel 


king  was  approached  by  someone  and  he 
eatended  a  gold  scepter  to  bis  visitor. 

Mocdecai  encoinaged  Esther  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  king  aiiywiw  -  she  wasn't  ex¬ 
empt  fiom  the  same  kw  everyone  else 
was  under.  Esther  was  risking  her  Bfe.  But 
if  she  had  remained  aflent,  me  probably 


Esther  4:10-14  -  Look  for  God’s 
hand  in  artere  He  has  placed  yoB. 
Mordecai 


pie  -  young  and  Ud.  women  and  children 
-weretobedeatntyed,kilfed,andaiini- 
Ulated,  and  their  possessions  phmdered 
(3:1^  Mordecai's  response  was  what 
you^  expM  -  he  tore  Us  dothes  and 
wept  loudly  and  bfoeriy.  Mordecai  didnT 
get  the  kiwa  atteidion,  but  he  did  get 
Esther's.  It  laaT  stated  that  the  people  re¬ 
sponded  in  prayer,  but  the  impBcaoon  in 
verse  3  is  that  thrixi^  faadng,  weeping, 
and  lamenting  prayer  was  faking  place. 
Ihe^^ile  were,  at  die  very  feast,  sert- 


wanSed  to  ■* 

speak  to  the  . 

^3  iflilShifo 

diaebthatto 
come  to  the 
king  without 
an  invita- 

don  would  mean  that  Mordecai  would 
be  exeaited.  The  Persian  Empire  had  a 
long  Ustoiy  of  political  aasassmations  - 
Abasuerus  hmwwtf  escaped  being  kilfed 
earlier  -  so  if  s  understandable  wlw  the 
ruins  of  foe  period  had  to  protect  diem- 
seKea.  “Ihe  one  exception  would  be  if  the 


our  world,  if  she  had  remained  aflent,  me  probably 
people  widi  would  have  been  executed,  since  many 
of  her  servants  knew  of  her  connection  to 
Mordecai  who  was  a  Jew  himsell 
.  for  God’s  Mordeoa  encourages  Esfoer  in  verse 
iced  yoo.  14.  He  chalk  nged  hn  widi  the  thougU 

that  God  had 

■*  . . .  a  purpose 

jttHflpsi  fill  Life  ^ 

Martin  jjflv  fa^ 

Esther  the 
strength  she 
needed  to 
risk  her  Bfe 

fecai  would  far  her  people.  Mordecai  beBeved  that, 
npfae  had  a  God  wasimiagidtimatelv  to  fating  ddiver- 
mnations  -  anoe  to  God’s  people.  He  rtaDooged  her 
being  kilfed  with  a  dasafethou^- had  she  come  info 
bfewlwthe  her  poaitfoo  in  the  kingdom  far  this  sole 
otect  foem-  reason?  Had  she  became  queen  of  Persia 
uldbeiftfae  *far  such  a  time  as  tUs?*  n’t  weO  to  con¬ 


sider  Mordecai’s  trust  in  God  from  Us 
charge  to  Esther.  — 

Esdicr  4:15-16  -  Trust  God  and 
surrender  yoorsdf  to  God’s  work. 

In  times  of  crisis,  God’s  people  have  of¬ 
ten  fiBted  andptaynl  seekuig  His  mercy, 
befp,  and  debverance.  This  tint  Esther 
calls  the  people  to  was  unusually  lonfc  and 
she  put  herM  and  her  household  under 
(he  same  constraints. 

Esther's  comment  in  V.  16  -  *If  I  perish,  I 
perish*  -  is  not  henaying  *1  give  up.  There’s 
nothing  I  can  do.*  Ratiier,  t’s  evxfence  of 
her  totM  dependence  on  God  to  see  hefand 
her  people  forough  tile  upcoming  ordeal  it 
is  a  sfatement  offrust  in  God  and  a  surren¬ 
der  to  Him  to  have  His  own  way. 

It  may  weD  be  that  tins  st^  can  en¬ 
courage  us  to  ee  God’s  hand  in  our  Bves. 
God  is  in  control  That  should  give  direc- 
tioo  to  our  Bves  and  strengthen  our  faith. 
We  are  cafledto  be  people  «  fiutii.  God  has 
placed  you  where  are  far  a  reason,  no 
matter  bow  unclear  that  reason  nfote  be 
right  now.  There  mty  be  areas  orinBu* 
enoe,  however  amd,  m  which  God  wants 
to  use  yoa  Don’t  miss  out  on  what  God 
wiuits  to  do  through  you. 

Martin  is  Associate  Editor  ofThe  Bap¬ 
tist  Record. 


PEW 

oont.  hvm  p.  1 

person  as  Christian,  said  R.  Al¬ 
bert  Mobfer  Jr.,  pnsdisnt  of 
.Snurtwm  n—iiiwiy  In  leni— iTle 
Ity..  in  the  April  26  edUm  of  Us 
podcast,  The  Briefing. 

*Hese  we  sre  beiH  told  that  a 
ngUfiant  number  of  fapsc  who 
as  Oadfitacg  .im  that 
they  douT  bafiefo  Ih  fotiCpd  of 
the  Bfafa*  MSfojA%te 


of  them,  even  if  just  one  per¬ 
cent.  when  we’re  faBdng  about 
the  iBjmiiets  involved  hoe,  say 
that  they  are  ChriatiaoB,  but  they 
donT  bdfeve  in  aity  U^er  powBT 
stall 

*S  means,  by  the  way,  that 
not  only  are  they  not  ChristianB, 
they're  not  even  theists,*  Mahler 
said  of  self-descrfacd  Christians 
who  dooT  even  bdfeve  in  a  Ugb- 


er  power. 

Sf^Ovistfansfi 
*God  or  another  hi 


jbeUeve 


in  the  univetse’  loves  aD  people 
regardless  of  their  faults,  Sfj% 
beaeve  God  is  omniarimt  or  aD- 
knowing,  and  78%  believe  God  is 
omnipotent  or  aDiiowerful. 

The  75X  of  Cnriatians  who 
said  they  beheve  in  aD  three  of 
the  identified  characteristics  of 
the  Ublical  God  was  higher  than 
the  total  fomid  in  the  areater 
population,  ^  percent  at  which 
repotted  surt  a  belieL 

In  aD,  ooK  of  Americans  be¬ 
lieve  in  a  higher  power  not  nec- 


rsearily  described  as  the  biblical 
God.  Among  other  findings: 

■  91X  m  Mart  Protestants 
and  at  white  evangelicals 
believe  God  has  aD  three  traifa, 
compared  to  62  X  of  mainline 
Protestaafa  and  61X  of  Catiio- 

■  56X  of  Jews  and  jsgX  of 

tolift*ew^fon??onirbelieve  in 
the  biblical  (M  but  do  bdieve 
in  a  higher  power  or  spiritual 
force  in  the  universe. 


■  75XofAmericanadults,in- 
dudtog  Christians  and  the  gener¬ 
al  population,  say  thty  try  to  talk 
to  Gocl  but  not  aD  of  than  con¬ 
sider  the  conversations  the  same 
as  prayer. 

■  39X  of  AmericaiB  who  said 
they  never  or  seldom  pray  said 
tiny  talk  to  God  just  the  same. 

■  Three  peroent  of  agnostic^ 


say  they  beneve  in  the  bftilical 
God. 

The  fuD  study  is  svailabfe  at 
pewfbrum.otg. 


The  Baitist  Rkokd  May  3, 2018 


CCMTER  MtX  CHURCH,  RtONROC  AS¬ 
SOCIATION,  spontorad' Ethan  Foatar,  church 
mambar  and  collaga  atudent,  on  tha  Itawamba 
Commurtlty  Cobaga  BSU  miaaion  trip  to  Alaaka. 
Shown  ia  Foatar  and  paalor  Tarry  Edvwrda. 


UNCOiN  ASSOCIATION  honorad  Pack 
Vaughn  and  Edna  Halav  aa  Miaaiona  Loader 
Emeriti  for  their  yaara  of  aarvica  in  Baptiat  Men 
and  WMU.  They  are  ahown  with  their  paatora. 
Garland  Boyd  and  WHba  WWch. 


Bible  Drills 


HOCKV  creek  church,  LUCEOAIC,  lacognizea  ita  >buth 
^nd  Childran'a  Bible  Drib  participanla.  (Front  Row  left  to  right) 
Maggw  Farguaon.  Kaaly  Havard.  Emma  Croom.  Michael  Rayriolda. 
Samual  O'Na^  (Back  Row  left  Ip  rigM)  GabrM  Farguaon.  Arnna  , 
ONaal.«ouaton  Harrington.  IMR-ilAWd/jw  MalhirilMaQ^ 


^ -I  ,1  I - CALVARY  CHURCH 

NEIW  URERTY  CHURCH,  MORTON,  raoognoaa  ita  driHara  WAYNESBORO,  racr^ea 
who  competed  in  paaociational  drWa.  Shown  are  Alayna  Ivy.  McK-  ita  childran'a  drillara  Carter  Co- 
pr^  Riphpitfa,  )4ll)r|  Prpdafraw,  $prp,Bra^sl)a^  afi^,li^  Rawaon.  chran  and  Jaydan  Had. 


y 


